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SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
Jim Caughron 
Don Cavallo, Chairperson 
Stacey Jackson 
Margot Jordan 
Tim Kay 
Sheri Mendez 
Todd Williams 
 
 

 NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA 
 

WASHOE COUNTY SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC WORKS CONFERENCE ROOM, Washoe County Administration Complex 
1001 E. Ninth Street, Building A, Room A255, Reno, Nevada 

 
March 15, 2012 

1:30 PM 
 

NOTE:  Items on the agenda may be taken out of order; combined with other items; removed from the agenda; moved to 
the agenda of another meeting; or may be voted on in a block.  
The Washoe County Caucus Room is accessible to the disabled.  If you require special arrangements for the meeting, call 
the Risk Management Office, 328-2071, 24-hours prior to the meeting. 
 
 
Time Limits.  Public comments are welcomed during the Public Comment periods for all matters, whether listed on the 
agenda or not, and are limited to two minutes per person. Persons are invited to submit comments in writing on the agenda 
items and/or attend and make comment on that item at the Safety Committee meeting.  Persons may not allocate unused 
time to other speakers. 
 
Forum Restrictions and Orderly Conduct of Business.  The Safety Committee conducts the business of Washoe 
County and its citizens during its meetings.  The presiding officer may order the removal of any person whose statement 
or other conduct disrupts the orderly, efficient or safe conduct of the meeting.  Warnings against disruptive comments or 
behavior may or may not be given prior to removal.  The viewpoint of a speaker will not be restricted, but reasonable 
restrictions may be imposed upon the time, place and manner of speech.  Irrelevant and unduly repetitious statements and 
personal attacks which antagonize or incite others are examples of speech that may be reasonably limited. 
 
Responses to Public Comments.  The Safety Committee can deliberate or take action only if a matter has been listed on 
an agenda properly posted prior to the meeting.  During the public comment period, speakers may address matters listed 
or not listed on the published agenda.  The Open Meeting Law does not expressly prohibit responses to public comments 
by the Safety Committee.  However, responses from the Safety Committee to unlisted public comment topics could 
become deliberation on a matter without notice to the public.  On the advice of legal counsel and to ensure the public has 
notice of all matters the Safety Committee will consider, the Safety Committee may choose not to respond to public 
comments, except to correct factual inaccuracies, ask for County staff action or to ask that a matter be listed on a future 
agenda.  The Safety Committee may do this either during the public comment item or during the following item:  “Topics 
for Future Agendas”. 
Pursuant to NRS 241.020, the Agenda for the Washoe County Safety Committee Meeting has been posted at the 
following locations:  Washoe County Administration Building (1001 E. 9th Street, Bldg. A), Washoe County 
Courthouse-Clerk’s Office (Court and Virginia Streets), Washoe County Central Library (301 South Center 
Street); Sparks Justice Court (630 Greenbrae Drive). 
 

LEGAL COUNSEL TO THE  
SAFETY COMMITTEE 
David Watts-Vial 
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Support documentation for the items on the agenda, provided to the Washoe County Safety Committee is 
available to members of the public at the Risk Management Office (1001 E. 9th Street, Bldg. A, 2nd Floor, 
Room A225, Reno, Nevada). 
 
All items numbered below are hereby designated for possible action as if the words “for possible action” were 
written next to each item (NRS 241.020).  An item listed with asterisk (*) next to it is an item for which no 
action will be taken. 

 
1:30 p.m.      
 

1. *  Roll Call 
 
2. *  Public Comment.  Comment heard under this item will be limited to two minutes per person and may 

pertain to matters both on and off the Safety Committee agenda. The Safety Committee will also hear 
public comment during individual action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. 
Comments are to be made to the Safety Committee as a whole. 

 
3. Approval of the agenda for the Washoe County Safety Committee meeting of March 15, 2012. 

 
4. Approval of the Washoe County Safety Committee meeting minutes of September 15, 2011. 

 
5. Election for new Safety Committee Chairperson. 

 
6. Industrial Injury Reviews 

 
 Laura Ash, Comptroller’s Office 
 Mia Bosetti, Juvenile Services 
 Brandon Christensen, Roads Division 
 David Dunham, Sheriff’s Department 
 Ron Encinas, Sheriff’s Department 
 David Morris, Equipment Services Division 
 Clint Player, Sheriff’s Department 
 Janis Vinci, Animal Services Division 
 Michael Yonker, Sheriff’s Department 

 
7. Washoe County’s AEDs and First Aid Kits: Report and discussion lead by Jim Caughron. 

 
8. Topics for future agendas. 

 
9. *  Public Comment.  Comment heard under this item will be limited to two minutes per person and may 

pertain to matters both on and off the Safety Committee agenda. The Safety Committee will also hear 
public comment during individual action items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. 
Comments are to be made to the Safety Committee as a whole. 

 
10. Adjournment. 
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SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2011 
 
 The Washoe County Safety Committee Meeting convened at 1:43 p.m. in regular session 
in the HR Large Conference Room, Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 E. Ninth 
Street, Building A, Room A210, Reno, Nevada.  
 

1. Roll Call. 

Chairperson Don Cavallo called the meeting to order. Members present were:  
Chairperson Don Cavallo, Deputy Todd Williams, Stacey Jackson, and Jim Caughron 
 
Legal Counsel to the Committee present was: 
David Watts-Vial 
 
2. Public comment. 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited to two 
minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the Safety Committee 
agenda. The Safety Committee will also hear public comment during individual action 
items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be made to the 
Safety Committee as a whole.” 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
3. Approval of the agenda for Washoe County Safety Committee meeting of September 15, 
2011.  
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 

On motion by Mr. Caughron, seconded by Mr. Williams by which motion duly carried, it 
was ordered that the agenda be approved. 
 
4. Approval of the Washoe County Safety Committee meeting minutes of July 21, 2011. 

 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 

On motion by Mr. Caughron, seconded by Ms. Jackson by which motion duly carried, it 
was ordered that the minutes be approved. 
 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
Risk Management Division 

 Safety 
 Insurance 

W A S H O E  C O U N T Y
"Dedicated to Excellence in Public Service" 

1001 E. Ninth Street 
P.O. Box 11130 

Reno, Nevada 89520-0027 
Phone:  (775) 328-2071 

Fax:  (775)-328-2094 
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5.  Industrial Injury Review 
 
Pursuant to County code 65.150, an employee who loses time from work is required to go before 
the Safety Committee.  The Industrial Injury Review is not meant to discuss the person’s medical 
records, discipline or character. The review is to find out only how the injury occurred and how 
it can be prevented. 
 
a. Mary Encarnacion-Miller, Social Services Department 

Mary Encarnacion-Miller arrived for her review. Stephen Shipman from Social Services 
Administration was present to answer any questions the committee had.  

Ms. Encarnacion-Miller was diagnosed with carpal tunnel syndrome on August, 24, 
2010. In February 2011 she had surgery. She still has carpal tunnel and wears a brace. She 
modified her work station, wears a headset, uses an ergonomic keyboard and uses an adjustable 
keyboard tray.  

Mr. Caughron made a motion to assess Ms. Encarnacion-Miller’s work station to ensure 
it is ergonomically correct. Ms. Jackson seconded the motion and the motion was passed. 

Mr. Cavallo thanked Ms. Encarnacion-Miller and Mr. Shipman for their time and for 
participating in the interview. 
 
b. Deputy Mark McNeil, Sheriff’s Department 
 Deputy Mark McNeil arrived for his review. Sergeant Kandi Payne-Davis was present to 
answer any questions the committee had. 
 Deputy McNeil was on a raised platform in the Area Control 4 Rotunda area putting 
away a TTY phone he retrieved for an inmate. When he turned to descend down the steps, he 
tripped and twisted his left knee.  
 Deputy Williams asked if anyone has inspected those stairs for proper width and height 
because it is his understanding that Deputy McNeil is not the first person who fell from that 
platform. Mr. Williams made a motion to have Mr. Caughron inspect the steps and platform for 
correct height and width. Mr. Caughron seconded the motion. Motion was approved. 
 Mr. Cavallo thanked Deputy McNeil and Sergeant Payne-Dave for their time and for 
participating in the interview. 
 
c. Kimberly Oates, Washoe County District Court 
 Kimberly Oates arrived for her review. Angela Davis was present to answer any 
questions the committee had. 
 Ms. Oates parked in her assigned parking spot. She walked down the stairs in the parking 
gallery and walked across the bridge to the courthouse. While walking to work, she slipped, fell, 
and broke her elbow. Mr. Cavallo said that the City of Reno is supposed to keep those areas 
clear. Ms. Oates said she actually saw a backhoe in the area on the sidewalk taking care of 
things, but everything was frozen. 
 Mr. Cavallo thanked Ms. Oates and Ms. Davis for their time and for participating in the 
interview. 
 
d. Larry O’Connell, Building and Safety Department 

Larry O’ Connell arrived for his review. Don Jeppson was present to answer any 
questions the committee had. 
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Mr. O’Connell brought an aerial photo of the area where the accident occurred. It showed 
the house in Incline Village where he was to perform a building inspection. It was January 11, 
2011 and there was about 3 feet of snow on the ground from the previous days. About 10 a.m. he 
pulled up to the job site. There was no driveway or pathway leading to the house from the street. 
He parked the truck and got out of the truck. He saw black ice and steadied himself. As he was 
closing the door, he slipped on the ice, fell, and broke his shoulder. 

Mr. Jeppson added some additional information. Their department deals with some sort 
of injury every year up in Incline. Construction jobs are hazardous anyways and more so in the 
winter with ice and snow. They have a policy in place that if an inspector does not feel safe 
(within reason); they can refuse inspection that day. It is their judgment call. The department 
also has available snow grippers for employees to use on their shoes, although they have found 
that on steeper or uneven terrain, the grippers do not work. Mr. O’Connell moved to Reno from 
Tahoe in 1975, so he is very familiar with what protective footwear and clothing to wear. 

Mr. Cavallo thanked Mr. O’Connell and Mr. Jeppson for their time and for participating 
in the interview. Mr. Cavallo made the aerial photo a part of the record. 
 
6. Parks Department’s winter months water schedule: Follow-up report by Jim Caughron 
 
 Mr. Caughron spoke with Al Rogers from the Parks Department. Mr. Rogers said that the 
water was shut off at that particular park when and where that injury occurred. The Parks 
Department shuts the water off at the beginning of the winter season every year; otherwise the 
pipes will freeze and break. Mr. Rogers said there was a good possibility that the morning dew 
froze, which created a layer of ice.  
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
7. Incline Village Substation snow removal services: 
 

Mr. Caughron spoke with Dave Solaro about the snow removal problems we had last 
year. Mr. Solaro guaranteed that it is going to be better this year, as they increased their budget 
for better snow removal services.  

Mr. Caughron also spoke with Dick Minto with the Roads Department in Incline Village. 
Mr. Minto goes to the Sheriff’s substation and clears as much snow as possible. The problem is 
that the road is tilted towards the building, and this creates a gully where snow builds up and 
freezes. The employee parking area is left up to the employees to put ice melt out.  

Mr. Cavallo said there are snow melt bags located at his building, and he assumes that it 
is up to the employees to spread it when necessary. Mr. Caughron said the County used to have 
the Parks Department do this, but then an outside landscape contractor was hired instead. Mr. 
Cavallo brings his own shovel to clear the snow because by the time they come around to clear 
their building, it is two o’clock in the afternoon.  

 
There was no response to the call for public comment. 

 
8. Other possible safety training classes for the Health Department’s nursing staff: Report 
by Deputy Todd Williams 
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Deputy Williams spoke with Sergeant Sandra Barboza in the WCSO training department. 
She said the nursing staff can email their request as to what type of training they would like, and 
they’ll see if they can put something together. They do not specifically have this type of training 
program set up, but she will see what she can put together and have someone from the Sheriff’s 
Office go out and speak to the nurses. Sergeant Harry Dixon used to do this, but he retired.  

Mr. Caughron said that the County is required by OSHA to do their best to keep 
employees safe. Mr. Caughron will contact OSHA to see if he can get more safety information, 
and then meet with Deputy Williams and Sergeant Barboza. 

In response to public comment, Stacy Hardie from the Health Department said that she 
will check with the Social Services Department, Senior Services and the Public Guardian’s 
Office to see if they have anything in place that would help their department. Ms. Hardie said 
they are also considering purchasing safety booklets to give to their staff. 

 
9. Teleconferencing the Industrial Injury Review Interviews: Legal opinion by David 
Watts-Vial and Safety Committee to discuss whether or not to keep the process or make 
changes. 
 

Mr. Cavallo’s main concern is that so many people are taken out of their work 
environment to attend these Safety Committee meetings. In reviewing the County Codes, it can 
be interpreted that the committee could review the incidents and make a decision as to whether 
or not they need to call the employee to be interviewed at the next safety meeting.  

Ms. Jackson stated it would be helpful in the preview meeting to get an email from the 
employee with a more detailed explanation of the employee’s accident. Mr. Caughron advised he 
can add information about the accident at the preview meeting because he deals with the 
employee and knows their case.  

Mr. Watts-Vial said that Mr. Cavallo accurately recited the provisions of the code. He 
said that everyone can meet and it will be properly noticed. The committee reviews the reports 
and determines if an employee needs to be further interviewed or if further evaluations are 
needed. That would include getting an email from the employee, but he recommends that the 
email should only be sent to Mr. Caughron, so that it doesn’t violate the open meeting law. Mr. 
Cavallo suggested that the email be sent to Mr. Caughron and for it to be part of the package that 
will be forwarded to the committee members to review in preparing for the safety meeting. 

 
There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
Mr. Caughron made a motion that the industrial injury cases be reviewed by the 

committee members at the next meeting to determine if the employee needs to be interviewed in 
person by the committee. Ms. Jackson seconded the motion. Mr. Cavallo said there is no harm in 
trying this new process, and if they don’t like it they can change it back or discuss if they need to 
go in a different direction. If the committee does it this way, a lot of personnel time and 
productivity is saved. It was ordered that the motion be approved. 
 
10. Safety Committee Meetings – employees being informed via County’s newsletter: 
Follow-up report by Jim Caughron. 
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 Mr. Caughron asked Chris Matthews to publish information about the Safety Committee 
meetings on the County’s Flipside, but he could not locate it when he went on-line. He will call 
Mr. Matthews to find out where he placed it on the Flipside. 
 Mr. Caughron sent an email to the HR Representatives and Department Heads advising 
when the Safety Committee meets and that the committee is taking safety suggestions. He 
advised the committee that he has a lot of safety tips to share with employees and that he can 
share these tips via email. Deputy Williams suggested that once a month should be sufficient and 
Ms. Jackson agreed. 
 
 There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
Mr. Caughron made a motion to email the HR Representatives and Department Heads safety tips 
once a month. Deputy Williams seconded the motion and the motion was approved. Mr. Cavallo 
thanked Mr. Caughron for everything he does, not only for the committee but for the entire 
County. 
  
11. Items to be discussed for future agendas. 
  

There was no response to the call for public comment. 
 
No items at this time. Mr. Caughron recommended that committee members email Carol 

Smith with agenda items for the next meeting.  
 
12. Public Comment 
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment. Comment heard under this item will be limited to two 
minutes per person and may pertain to matters both on and off the Safety Committee 
agenda. The Safety Committee will also hear public comment during individual action 
items, with comment limited to two minutes per person. Comments are to be made to the 
Safety Committee as a whole.” 
 
 Stacy Hardie, from the Health Department, wanted to add that not only are the nurses in 
the field at risk, but also their department staff is at risk. She represents their division in the 
Department Emergency Management Committee which is meeting next week. This is an agenda 
item for their meeting as well. 
 They had a recent incident with a threatening client, and they had to contact the police 
department to remove him from the premises. The staff felt very threatened. It took a while for 
the police to respond, but luckily no one was harmed.  

Ms. Hardie said that one of her concerns is that their environment is so incredibly open 
and people can wander around in the hallways. She wanted to know if the County can perform 
walk-through safety assessments of the various buildings in the County.  She feels this issue 
affects other departments. Mr. Cavallo advised her that since this is public comment, the 
committee cannot address this issue at this time or make a recommendation. Mr. Cavallo thanked 
Ms. Hardie for her comment. 
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Mr. Caughron received an email with a safety suggestion from an employee.  The 
employee suggested that the employee parking lot and the employee walk-way paths to the 
buildings be de-iced. He explained to the employee that the County does the best they can with 
the funds they have, but they do no have the funds to do what she suggested. 
  
13. Adjournment - 2:25 p.m.  

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, on motion by Mr. 

Caughron and seconded by Ms. Jackson with no opposition by members, Mr. Cavallo ordered 
that the meeting be adjourned.  
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